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Reusable Bag Ordinance

STARTS APRIL 22, 2013

What the Ordinance Does:
Businesses Affected:

Key Rules to Comply:
customers.

Purpose:

Exemptions from Ordinance:

Enforcement:
Division.

More Information:

Rev. 1/11/23

Prohibits the distribution of single-use carry out bags.

All retail establishments located within the unincorporated
County and within cities that have adopted the Ordinance.
Retailers include those that sell perishable or non-
perishable goods including, but not limited to, food,
clothing and personal items.

1. Do not provide single-use plastic carry-out bags to

2. Retailers may only provide customers with a recycled
paper bag or reusable bag and charge a minimum of 10
cents for each one. Starting January 1, 2015, the
minimum fee increases to 25 cents per bag. (A waiver
for WIC, EBT, and CalFresh customers is allowed.)

e The fee is exempt from sales tax and is kept by the
retailer and shown on the receipt.

e Maintain records of the fees charged for minimum of
3 years.

To protect the local environment by reducing litter and
promoting the use of reusable bags as an alternative to
disposables.

Restaurants and nonprofit charitable reuse organizations.
Produce and meat bags, garment cleaning bags and
pharmaceutical bags.

By inspectors from the County’s Environmental Health

e Fines begin at $100 and increase up to $500, per
violation.

e Compliance assistance is available at no charge.
Call 650-372-6200.

smchealth.org/bagban

¢ Complete ordinance language

e Environmental Impact Report

e Updated list of cities that have adopted the
ordinance

e List of recycled-content paper bag vendors

e Printable outreach materials to educate consumers

e Options for recycling or donating single use plastic
bag inventory


https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/industry/grocery.htm#Topics
http://www.smchealth.org/bagban

Environmental Health Services

F S,
§,\<° Md”:‘a t‘. SAN MATED COUNTY HEALTH Pollution Prevention Program
8 ? Y % ENVIRONMENTAL 2000 Alameda de las Pulgas, Suite #100
swe; v.9%) HEALTH SERVICES San Mateo, CA 94403

Phone: (650) 372-6200 | Fax: (650) 627-8244
smchealth.org/pollutionprevention

BROREIRD

PRBTEHY : BRI 8—RIEEE TS -
a2 FA (LR EEERAAIE SR AL RIS Ry Z B p, ELIEEH B 5k
RGP ER - B HATRR &Y - RYFIE A\ -
TR ESTHIBHSRAMRAY - I AR AR R TS -
2. Z e H a] (R R e A AR B ER (A H S T i
H{ 10 5557 - {€20154E1 H1HBRLE » BHES THIRIEICE g1 225557 -

(A fEfRE 2281 WIC ~ EBT ~ 1 CalFresh GH&EIEHZ HIE) -

o FRAVER AR BRI - HE SR - WAEUX

BPEUT -
o ZUWEHECH R/ VIR 3 4F
E:SE A RS (PR ORRE Ry — R BB LR (bt m] sk AR AT
PRat & Hh PR -
PRpIER S - BEENIEFEAEZIR IR -
FREE SO AR AR ~ IRBSE RIS B REES -
BITHE - HR IR A B 2 BT -

o BRGNSV R 100 35T > &im 500 FT
o REHRULESTREIHI R, S5 650-372-6200 -

EEER : smchealth.org/bagban
o SEELIIIED
o RIEREWE
o BRFHBLRGI AT 5
o FHAARLS{LIERZE
o FANBCEHEEI Y E EH SR
o [EIULEHBIEIRA 1Y — R LST B

Rev. 1/11/23 2


https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/industry/grocery.htm#Topics
https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/industry/grocery.htm#Topics
http://www.smchealth.org/bagban

