
DIVERSITY & EQUITY COUNCIL (DEC)

RACE & COVID-19 TOWN HALLS
SUMMARY & FINDINGS



Setting the stage 

• What Impacts Health & Health 
Inequities?

• Structural Racism 

• COVID-19 & Health Disparities 

• SMC  COVID data



Town Hall on May 1st, 2020

Purpose: 
• Share county efforts

• Presentations from BOS, Health, 
CMO, Office of Community 
Affairs & SAMCEDA

• Community input about the 
impact of COVID-19 

• Community input on necessary 
supports & resources
• Community Priorities

Outcomes:

• FAQ document 

• Updated community priorities

• Event evaluation 

• Plan for 2nd town hall to allow for 
more community input



Town Hall evaluation results 



2nd Town Hall on August 7th, 2020

Purpose:
• Community input expanded 

& prioritized
• Building community 

relationships within San 
Mateo County and identifying 
action steps.

Outcomes:
• Updates to FAQ document & 

community priorities

• Continue progress updates 
during DEC meetings

• Event evaluation 

• Attendee poll 

• 3rd Town Hall in November?



Community Discussion 
& Public Comment

• What has changed since May? 

• What needs to be added to our community priorities? 

• What questions do you have on SMC efforts?



2nd Town Hall evaluation results 



Community priorities

Internet and Cell Data access

Education & Childcare

Frontline Worker Protections

Mental Health Support

Domestic Violence Prevention & Response

Transportation Access

Access to Easily Accessible, Cultural and Linguistically 
Appropriate Resources and Information 

Outreach and Engagement to Support 
Service/Resource Navigation

Promote Equity, Solidarity & Community Building

Basic Needs: Housing stability, Food Security, 
Financial Security, Healthcare Access 

Resources for immigrant families and households 
without documentation 



Community Involvement poll



3rd Town Hall on November 13th, 2020

Purpose:
• Community-Based 

Organization focused

• A panel discussion with CBO 
leaders representing various 
services and service regions; 
shared experience dealing 
with pandemic while serving 
clients and caring for staff. 

Outcomes:

• Identified needs/challenges of 
CBOs and comparison with 
community identified priorities

• Continue progress updates 
during DEC meetings

• Attendee poll 

• 4th Town Hall Spring 2021- on 
SMC long-term recovery efforts 



3rd Town Hall poll results 



Panel Discussion

Kalimah
Salahuddin,
Jefferson HS 

District

Stephanie 
Weisner, 
Starvista

Lisa Tealer
BACHAC

Kava Tulua,
One EPA

Frankie Sapp,
PRIDE Center

Georgia 
Peterson, 

MHA  





4th Town Hall on April 29th, 2021                                                         

Purpose:
• Community & COVID- a year 

later

• Acknowledging our collective 
challenges, growth and 
experiences. 

• Input on what supports are 
still needed to continue 
responding to the pandemic.

Outcomes:

• Discussed current/expanded  
community priorities-
information to be updated.

• Continue progress updates and 
dialogue during DEC meetings

• Attendee poll and evaluation



Strongly 
agree
87%

Agree
13%

THE PRESENTERS DEMONSTRATED CULTURAL 
SENSITIVITY AND HUMILITY 

Strongly 
agree
50%Agree

42%

Disagree
8%

I LEARNED SOMETHING NEW ABOUT RACIAL 
DISPARITIES AS A RESULT OF THIS EVENT

4th Town Hall Poll Results



4th Town Hall evaluation results 



Next Steps….

On going progress updates at Diversity 
& Equity Council (DEC):
• 1st Fri. of the month 11:00am-12:30pm

• Meeting ID: 348 617 514

• Passcode: DEC2020 


