Commission on Aging Meeting 5/9/22:
Liaison Report for the Commission on Disabilities

Executive Committee Report
It is Older Americans Month and COA will give a year-end report to the Board of Supervisors on 5/17/22.

Previously they had prepared a letter to the Board of Supervisors requesting money to support the Age Forward Coalition.  Supervisor Canapa sent back the letter asking for specific requests for services and the amount of money to be spent.
The revised letter was put to a vote and passed.  They requested $2.5 in funding.  

Middle Income Seniors Committee
This committee is considering a change in its name[footnoteRef:1]*.  It really focuses on seniors who do not have enough retirement funds to survive.  These are persons who are above the government poverty line, but may be food insecure, housing insecure, isolated or otherwise in need of more income or a chance to work.  The letter mentioned above on Age Forward funding from the Board of Supervisors included funding for these older adults. [1: * Committees are changing their names to meet duties found in the California State Master Plan on Aging] 


Transportation Committee
This committee is also considering changing its name to include a subset of housing for seniors and transportation.  The Committee received and passed along a proclamation from SamTrans to the COA for their aid to elders and transportation.

Resource Access Committee
This committee is also changing its name to Resource Allocation and Isolation Committee.  It has completed the update and printing of Help at Home, a listing of all services for Seniors in San Mateo County.  It includes disability services.  An internet version is planned.

Aging Friendly Updates
Members of the Commission on Aging are often involved representing the needs of seniors in their towns.  They contact city employees who may offer services to Seniors and try to facilitate progress.  They have contacts in 17 San Mateo County Cities.  Some tasks they have championed include combined garage sales, recreation and senior housing.  They recently took the county listing of available affordable housing in the county and separated out senior housing so it was easier to use the list.  

Aging Forward
The initiative is born of data that suggests that the population of older adults in San Mateo County is going to increase markedly by 2030.  This title describes legislation and programs to prepare to serve more older adults in the future.  

During Covid, a successful program was Great Plates.  It paid restaurants to prepare and distribute meals to persons who were unable to shop or provide meals for themselves.  At the height of the pandemic there were 4000 people in San Mateo County getting those meals.  When the pandemic was thought to have ended these funds were removed by their provider - FEMA.  The county discovered there were about 1000 persons who still needed this and the Board of Supervisors authorized these funds.  Presently the State legislature has a bill to provide $33 million to provide grants to non-profits to buy one-time capital equipment (i.e. a van) for services that include transportation adult day care, and Legal Aid services.  There is another bill to provide up to $70 million for projects on food insecurity.  There is an effort to modernize laws that have governed the funds provided by the Older Americans Act; the legislation that has subsidized elder care.  The notion is the need will be greater and there will be new issues that need to be responded to.

Finally, the State has funded Aging and Disability Resource Centers.  In San Mateo County the Center for Independent Living will be a provider for this service.  Start-up date is 7/1/22.  They are to provide referral options, counseling, coordination and transition services.  
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