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SCHOOL SHARE TABLE AND FOOD DONATION 

LAWS AND RESOURCES 
Schools are legally allowed to share food under federal, state, and local laws, and are not liable 
if conducted in good faith. San Mateo County schools must coordinate with Environmental 
Health Services before establishing a share table to ensure all local food safety codes are 
being followed in an effort to protect the safety of students while sharing food. 

 

 
FEDERAL 

• Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act 
• USDA Child Nutrition Program Guidance 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE 

•  SB 557 – School Food Donation 
•  AB 1219 –Food Donation 
•  AB 1826 – Mandatory Commercial Organics Recycling 
•  SB1383 – Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction 
•  California Department of Education – The Use of Share Tables 
•  California Retail Food Code – Section 114079 

 

 
 

 
LOCAL 

•  San Mateo County Environmental Health Services - Food Program (School 
food safety guidance and approval) Pollution Prevention Program (school 
outreach support) 

•  San Mateo County Sustainability Department (school outreach support) 
•  Rethinkwaste (school outreach support within service area) 

 
 
 
 

 
SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

• Board approval 
• Nutrition services approval 

 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL 

• Principal approval 
• Staff capacity to monitor and maintain food safety standards including principal, 
cafeteria, custodial, and yard school staff 

 
 
 
 

For more San Mateo County specific share table resources, visit smchealth.org/sharetable. 
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-104publ210/pdf/PLAW-104publ210.pdf
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition-assistance/child-nutrition-programs
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB557
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1219
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB1826
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB1383
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sn/mbcnp032018.asp
https://california.public.law/codes/health_and_safety_code_section_114079
https://california.public.law/codes/health_and_safety_code_section_114079
http://www.smchealth.org/food
http://www.smchealth.org/sharetable
https://www.smcsustainability.org/
https://rethinkwaste.org/
http://www.smchealth.org/sharetable
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