
Environmental Health Services 
Medical Waste Program 
2000 Alameda de las Pulgas, Suite #100 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
Phone: (650) 372-6200 | Fax: (650) 627-8244 
smchealth.org/medwaste | dacullen@smcgov.org

SELF-AUDIT CHECKLIST 
 

San Mateo County Environmental Health Services' (EHS) Medical Waste Program inspects facilities 
intermittently. Avoid violations by completing this Self-Audit Checklist. EHS recommends filling out this 
checklist quarterly and sharing it with all employees to confirm everyone is trained on requirements and 
procedures. For questions, contact Darrell Cullen at dacullen@smcgov.org, or call (650) 372-6200. For 
more information about the Medical Waste Program, visit smchealth.org/medwaste, or join the San Mateo 
County Medical Waste Facebook Group.    

Date of self-audit:

Name of contact 
conducting self-audit:

1. 2.

Additional staff present for self-audit:

3. 4.

I. SELF-AUDIT INFORMATION

II. WASTE

A. Biohazardous waste
Check the types of medical waste generated at your facility:

B. Sharps
C. Pathology
D. Trace Chemotherapy
E. Pharmaceuticals (not classified as RCRA hazardous waste)

A. Steam sterilization
Disposal method:

B. Incineration
C. Approved alternative technology
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III. SIGNAGE AND STORAGE PRACTICES

A. Medical Waste Storage Sign - Required
Post at biohazardous waste storage areas:

B. CDPH Handling, Storage, and Treatment Chart - Recommended

C. EHS Permit to Operate - Required
Post conspicuously:

D. Biohazard Bag Containment and Transport procedures - Recommended

E. Lids/caps are closed on all containers and waste receptacles
Ensure:

F. All outer containers are rigid. No cardboard or wire hampers used
G. All containers are labeled (on all sides and top) correctly per waste type

I. Red bags are used correctly. All red bags have proper ASTM markings
J. Storage area is free of odors
K. Storage area is secure, locked, and free of vectors
L. Spill supplies are available for various waste types

IV. RECORDKEEPING

A. Medical Waste Management Plan 
Ensure the applicable documents are easily accessible, current, and organized:

B. Shipping documents for 3 years; including USPS records for mail-back shipments
C. Authorization to discharge to a sanitary sewer
D. Materials of Trade Exemption documentation for 2 years
E. Employee training records (blood-borne pathogen training, etc.)
F. Red Bag American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) certification documents
G. 72-hour notifications to the County for off-site operated vaccination clinics only 

V. NOTES

Note any improvements to be made for next self-audit:

H. Containers are not overfilled

https://www.smchealth.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/20191207_medical_waste_storage_sign_final.pdf?1568314489
https://www.smchealth.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/2020026_cdph_medical_waste_handling_storage_treatment_chart_0.pdf?1604951575
https://www.smchealth.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/20200226_biohazard_bag_containment_and_transport.pdf?1582731733
https://www.smchealth.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/20200226_biohazard_bag_containment_and_transport.pdf?1582731733
https://www.smchealth.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/20200226_biohazard_bag_containment_and_transport.pdf?1582731733
https://www.smchealth.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/20170116_newmedicalwastemanagementplan_final.pdf
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VI. EXAMPLES

      CDPH Handling Storage and Treatment Chart

Do not use cardboard or wire hampers

 Medical Waste Storage Sign

 
In the Patient Area/Exam Room: 
1. Bags must be ASTM certified – D1709-1 (or dual certified). 
2. Keep the bag in a rigid, leak resistant, clean, and in good repair container with the lid closed. 
3. Label the container with “BIOHAZARD” along with the biohazard symbol on all sides and top. 
4. Waste may not weigh more than three gallons or one pound. 
5. When ready for transport, place the bag in a larger dual certified marked bag 
    (ASTM D1709-1 and ASTM D1922-00A). 
6. Twist close the bag and tie a knot. 
7. Place the bag in an approved Department of Transportation (DOT) container. 
8. Immediately move the container to the soiled utility room/biohazardous waste storage area. 
 
In the Biohazardous Waste Storage Area: 
1. Keep the bag in the DOT approved, rigid, leak resistant, clean, and in good repair container. 
2. Label with “BIOHAZARD” along with the biohazard symbol on all sides and top.  
3. The container must have a tight-fitting lid. 
 
Refer to the Medical Waste Management Act (page 46) for details. 

VII. BIOHAZARD BAG CONTAINMENT AND TRANSPORT PROCEDURES

https://www.smchealth.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/2020026_cdph_medical_waste_handling_storage_treatment_chart_0.pdf?1604951575
https://www.smchealth.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/20191207_medical_waste_storage_sign_final.pdf?1568314489
https://www.smchealth.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/2016_medical_waste_mangement_act.pdf?1502903550

Environmental Health Services
Medical Waste Program
2000 Alameda de las Pulgas, Suite #100
San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 372-6200 | Fax: (650) 627-8244
smchealth.org/medwaste | dacullen@smcgov.org
SELF-AUDIT CHECKLIST
San Mateo County Environmental Health Services' (EHS) Medical Waste Program inspects facilities intermittently. Avoid violations by completing this Self-Audit Checklist. EHS recommends filling out this checklist quarterly and sharing it with all employees to confirm everyone is trained on requirements and procedures. For questions, contact Darrell Cullen at dacullen@smcgov.org, or call (650) 372-6200. For more information about the Medical Waste Program, visit smchealth.org/medwaste, or join the San Mateo County Medical Waste Facebook Group.   
Additional staff present for self-audit:
I. SELF-AUDIT INFORMATION
II. WASTE
Check the types of medical waste generated at your facility:
Disposal method:
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III. SIGNAGE AND STORAGE PRACTICES
Post at biohazardous waste storage areas:
Post conspicuously:
Ensure:
IV. RECORDKEEPING
Ensure the applicable documents are easily accessible, current, and organized:
V. NOTES
Page 3 of 3
Rev. 6/4/21
VI. EXAMPLES
      CDPH Handling Storage and Treatment Chart
Do not use cardboard or wire hampers
 Medical Waste Storage Sign
In the Patient Area/Exam Room:
1. Bags must be ASTM certified – D1709-1 (or dual certified).
2. Keep the bag in a rigid, leak resistant, clean, and in good repair container with the lid closed.
3. Label the container with “BIOHAZARD” along with the biohazard symbol on all sides and top.
4. Waste may not weigh more than three gallons or one pound.
5. When ready for transport, place the bag in a larger dual certified marked bag
    (ASTM D1709-1 and ASTM D1922-00A).
6. Twist close the bag and tie a knot.
7. Place the bag in an approved Department of Transportation (DOT) container.
8. Immediately move the container to the soiled utility room/biohazardous waste storage area.
In the Biohazardous Waste Storage Area:
1. Keep the bag in the DOT approved, rigid, leak resistant, clean, and in good repair container.
2. Label with “BIOHAZARD” along with the biohazard symbol on all sides and top. 
3. The container must have a tight-fitting lid.
Refer to the Medical Waste Management Act (page 46) for details.
VII. BIOHAZARD BAG CONTAINMENT AND TRANSPORT PROCEDURES
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