
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
Work Sheet: Identify & Classify Hazardous Household Products

Introduction
Common household products have words that identify their hazard level and hazard category.

Before You Begin
Depending on the size of your class, you will need to print one to two sets of the 26 product photos included 
in this worksheet. Group students into teams of three to four people with at least six photos for each group to 
identify.

Directions:

1.	 Divide the class into groups of three to four students.

2.	 As a class, review the hazardous product properties using the Hazardous Signal Words and Product 
Properties Reference Sheet.

3.	 Distribute a minimum of six product photos to each group. 

4.	 Review the directions and complete one sorting example together. Ask for questions before allowing 
students to begin. 

5.	 For each product, look for hazardous property word(s) and signal word(s). Fill in the corresponding 
table with your findings. Remember, some products may have more than one hazardous property 
and some may have none.

6.	 When students have completed the Sorting Game, have them fill out the Follow up/Discovery 
Questions on the back of the Hazardous Signal Words and Product Properties Reference Sheet and 
be ready to share their findings with the rest of the class.

 Follow-up Class Activity:

7.	 Following completion of the Follow up/Discovery Questions, allow the students about five minutes to 
complete the Fill-in-the-Blank vocabulary page as a team, helping students complete any unfinished 
sections.

8.	 Students who complete the Fill-in-the-Blank exercise have the option to move on to the Word Search 
exercise at the end of this lesson

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8



HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
Hazardous Signal Words and Properties Reference Sheet

Corrosive Corrosives are 
materials that can eat away and 
chemically destroy materials 
including living tissues. 

Toxic Toxicity is the ability and 
strength of a substance to cause 
poisonous effects to living things 
if swallowed, inhaled, injected, or 
through contact with the skin. 

Flammable/Combustible 
Flammable or combustible 
materials can catch on fire at 
relatively low temperatures. 
These materials don’t always 
require a flame or a match to 
ignite. Heat, sparks, or static 
discharge may make them catch 
fire or even explode.

Reactive Reactive materials 
can react with air, water, or 
other substances to cause fire, 
explosions, or toxic gases.

The signal words CAUTION, WARNING, 
DANGER or POISON are required by law to be 
on household products that are hazardous.

Hazardous products have one or more of the 
following properties (that’s what makes them 
hazardous): 

CAUTION

WARNING

Hazardous Signal Words Hazardous Properties

L A U N D R YL A U N D R Y
D ET E R G E N TD ET E R G E N T

DANGER

POISON

Slightly toxic either orally, dermally, 
or through inhalation. Causes slight 
eye or skin irritation.

Can cause severe eye damage or 
skin irritation.

Highly toxic by any route of entry 
into the body.

Moderately toxic either orally, dermally, 
or through inhalation. Causes 
moderate eye or skin irritation.  

C A R P ETC A R P ET
C L E A N E RC L E A N E R



HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
Student Work Sheet: Identify & Classify Hazardous Household Products

Directions
1.	 Examine the labels on the products. Write any hazardous property words you find and mark which 

signal words are present. Remember, some products may have more than one hazardous property 
or signal words and some products may have none.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.	 Now that you’ve played the Sorting Game, reflect on what you did. Here are few questions to get you 
thinking about any observations you may have.

i.	 Were you surprised that any of these products were hazardous? If so, what hazardous 
product surprised you most?  
 
 
 
 

ii.	 After doing this exercise, can you identify any products in your home that you  
would like to replace? 
 
 
 
 

iii.	 Have you or family been harmed by a product in your home?
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Product Name Hazardous 
Property Words

Place an “X” to indicate the hazardous properties.

CAUTION WARNING DANGER POISON
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HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
Product Photos Answer Key

Student Work Sheet: Identify & Classify Hazardous Household Products

Name of Product Hazardous Property Word(s)
2 Minute Remover for Paint & Varnish Flammable, Toxic

Ampere Time Battery Flammable, Corrosive

Arm & Hammer Baking Soda None

Bosch Brake Fluid Toxic

Cascade Platinum Plus Dishwashing Pods Toxic

Chemical Guys Metal Polish Toxic

Clorox Bleach Corrosive

Cutex Flammable

Easy-Off Degreaser Corrosive, Toxic

Elmers Rubber Cement Flammable, Toxic

Fluid Film Rust & Corrosion Protection Flammable

Heinz White Vinegar None

K2r Spot-lifter Flammable, Toxic

Krylon Interior/Exterior Paint Flammable, Toxic

La Almona Castile Soap  None

Liquid-Plumr Corrosive, Toxic

Austin’s Clear Ammonia Toxic

Pine-Sol Toxic

3-in-One Household Oil None

Prestone Antifreeze Toxic

Pure Lye Drain Opener Corrosive, Toxic

Ronsonol Lighter Fuel Flammable, Toxic

Raid Ant & Roach Flammable, Toxic

Tide Pods Toxic

Turpentine Flammable, Toxic

WD-40 Flammable, Toxic



HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
Student Work Sheet: Identify & Classify Hazardous Household Products

Hazardous Product Properties

1.	 ______________ materials can eat away and chemically destroy materials 

including _______ tissues. 

2.	 _____________ substances have the ability and strength of a substance to cause 

poisonous effects to ________ things if swallowed, inhaled, injected, or through 

contact with the __________. 

3.	 ____________ materials can catch on fire at relatively __________ temperatures. 

These materials don’t always require a flame or a match to ignite. Heat, sparks, or 

static discharge may make them catch fire or even ___________.

4.	  ____________ materials can react with air, water, or other substances to cause 

fire, explosions, or ________ gases.

Signal Words

5.	 ______________ Slightly toxic either orally, dermally, or through inhalation. Causes 

slight _____ or skin irritation.

6.	 ______________ Moderately toxic either orally, dermally, or through inhalation. 

Causes moderate eye or _________ irritation.

7.	 ______________ Can cause ___________ eye damage or skin irritation.

8.	 ______________ Highly toxic by __________ route of entry into the body.

Fill-in-the-Blank
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HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
Student Work Sheet: Identify & Classify Hazardous Household Products

Fill-in-the-Blank Answer Key

Hazardous Product Properties

1.	 CORROSIVE materials can eat away and chemically destroy materials including 

living tissues. 

2.	 TOXIC substances have the ability and strength of a substance to cause poisonous 

effects to living things if swallowed, inhaled, injected, or through contact with the 

skin. 

3.	 FLAMMABLE-COMBUSTIBLE materials can catch on fire at relatively low 

temperatures. These materials don’t always require a flame or a match to ignite. 

Heat, sparks, or static discharge may make them catch fire or even explode.

4.	 REACTIVE materials can react with air, water, or other substances to cause fire, 

explosions, or toxic gases.

Signal Words

5.	 CAUTION Slightly toxic either orally, dermally, or through inhalation. Causes slight 

eye or skin irritation.

6.	 WARNING Moderately toxic either orally, dermally, or through inhalation. Causes 

moderate eye or skin irritation.

7.	 DANGER Can cause severe eye damage or skin irritation.

8.	 POISON Highly toxic by any route of entry into the body.
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Bioaccumulation
Flammable
Cleaners
Warning
Toxic

Alternative
Hazardous
Corrosive
Health
Safer 

Pesticides
Nontoxic
Products
Poison
Paint

Batteries
Reactive
Caution
Danger
Home

 Locate the given words in the grid, running in two possible 
directions: horizontally or vertically.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
Student Work Sheet: Identify & Classify Hazardous Household Products

Word Search



 



 
 
 
 

 
  



 



 



 



 
 



 



 





 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
  



 



 



 
 

  



 



 
 
 



 



 


