
WELFARE & INSTITUTIONS CODE SECTION 5604 
 
5604.  
   (a) (1) Each community mental health service shall have a mental health board consisting of 10 to 15 members, 

depending on the preference of the county, appointed by the governing body, except 
 that boards in counties with a population of less than 80,000 may have a minimum of five members. One 

member of the board shall be a member of the local governing body. Any county with more than five 
supervisors shall have at least the same number of members as the size of its board of supervisors. Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to limit the ability of the governing body to increase the number of members 
above 15. Local mental health boards may recommend appointees to the county supervisors. Counties are 
encouraged to appoint individuals who have experience and knowledge of the mental health system. The 
board membership should reflect the ethnic diversity of the client population in the county. 

 
 (2) Fifty percent of the board membership shall be consumers or the parents, spouses, siblings, or adult 
children of consumers, who are receiving or have received mental health services. At least 20 percent of the 
total membership shall be consumers, and at least 20 percent shall be families of consumers. 

 
   (3) (A) In counties under 80,000 in population, at least one member shall be a consumer, and at least one 
member shall be a parent, spouse, sibling, or adult child of a consumer, who is receiving, or has received, 
mental health services. 

 
              (B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), a board in a county with a population under 80,000 that elects to 

have the board exceed the five-member minimum permitted under paragraph (1) shall be required to comply 
with paragraph (2). 

 
   (b) The term of each member of the board shall be for three years. The governing body shall equitably stagger 

the appointments so that approximately one-third of the appointments expire in each year. 
    
   (c) If two or more local agencies jointly establish a community mental health service under Article 1 

(commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code, the mental 
health board for the community mental health service shall consist of an additional two members for each 
additional agency, one of whom shall be a consumer or a parent, spouse, sibling, or adult child of a 
consumer who has received mental health services. 

 
   (d) No member of the board or his or her spouse shall be a full-time or part-time county employee of a county 

mental health service, an employee of the State Department of Mental Health, or an employee of, or a paid 
member of the governing body of, a mental health contract agency. 

 
   (e) Members of the board shall abstain from voting on any issue in which the member has a financial      interest 

as defined in Section 87103 of the Government Code. 
 
   (f) If it is not possible to secure membership as specified from among persons who reside in the county, the 

governing body may substitute representatives of the public interest in mental health who are not full-time or 
part-time employees of the county mental health service, the State Department of Mental Health, or on the 
staff of, or a paid member of the governing body of, a mental health contract agency. 

 
   (g) The mental health board may be established as an advisory board or a commission, depending on     the 

preference of the county. 
 
 
5604.1. Local mental health advisory boards shall be subject to the provisions of Chapter 9 (commencing with 
Section 54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the Government Code, relating to meetings of local agencies. 
 
 
5604.2. (a) The local mental health board shall do all of the following: 

    (1) Review and evaluate the community's mental health needs, services, facilities, and special problems. 
 (2) Review any county agreements entered into pursuant to Section 5650. 
 (3) Advise the governing body and the local mental health director as to any aspect of the local mental health 

program. 



   (4) Review and approve the procedures used to ensure citizen and professional involvement at all stages of 
the planning process. 

   (5) Submit an annual report to the governing body on the needs and performance of the county's mental 
health system. 

   (6) Review and make recommendations on applicants for the appointment of a local director of mental health 
services. The board shall be included in the selection process prior to the vote of the governing body. 

   (7) Review and comment on the county's performance outcome data and communicate its findings to the 
California Mental Health Planning Council. 

   (8) Nothing in this part shall be construed to limit the ability of the governing body to transfer additional duties 
or authority to a mental health board. 

 
   (b) It is the intent of the Legislature that, as part of its duties pursuant to subdivision (a), the board shall assess 

the impact of the realignment of services from the state to the county, on services delivered to clients and on 
the local community. 

 
 
5604.3. The board of supervisors may pay from any available funds the actual and necessary expenses of the 
members of the mental health board of a community mental health service incurred incident to the performance of 
their official duties and functions. The expenses may include travel, lodging, child care, and meals for the 
members of an advisory board while on official business as approved by the director of the local mental health 
program. 
 
 
5604.5. The local mental health board shall develop bylaws to be approved by the governing body which shall: 
   (a) Establish the specific number of members on the mental health board, consistent with subdivision   (a) of 

Section 5604. 
   (b) Ensure that the composition of the mental health board represents the demographics of the county as a 

whole, to the extent feasible. 
   (c) Establish that a quorum be one person more than one-half of the appointed members. 
   (d) Establish that the chairperson of the mental health board be in consultation with the local mental health 

director. 
   (e) Establish that there may be an executive committee of the mental health board. 
 
 
5607.  The local mental health services shall be administered by a local director of mental health services to be 
appointed by the governing body. He shall meet such standards of training and experience as the State 
Department of Mental Health, by regulation, shall require. Applicants for such positions need not be residents of 
the city, county, or state, and may be employed on a full or part-time basis. If a county is unable to secure the 
services of a person who meets the standards of the State Department of Mental 
Health, the county may select an alternate administrator subject to the approval of the Director of Mental Health. 
 
 
5608.  The local director of mental health services shall have the following powers and duties: 
   (a)   Serve as chief executive officer of the community mental health service responsible to the governing body 

through administrative channels designated by the governing body. 
   (b)   Exercise general supervision over mental health services provided under this part. 
   (c)    Recommend to the governing body, after consultation with the advisory board, the provision of services, 

establishment of facilities, contracting for services or facilities and other matters  necessary or desirable in 
accomplishing the purposes of this division. 

   (d)  Submit an annual report to the governing body reporting all activities of the program, including a financial 
accounting of expenditures and a forecast of anticipated needs for the ensuing year. 

   (e)  Carry on studies appropriate for the discharge of his or her duties, including the control and prevention of 
mental disorders. 

   (f)   Possess authority to enter into negotiations for contracts or agreements for the purpose of providing mental 
health services in the county. 


