SAN MATEO COUNTY

HEALTH SYSTEM
California Virginia Graeme Baker Act (VGB)

January 15, 2010

Dear Commercial Pool Owner:

California’s Virginia Graeme Baker Act was signed into law and went into effect
January 1, 2010. This notice is being provided in an effort to keep you informed of this
law. To date, roughly 20% of commercial pools in San Mateo County have complied
with the federal VGB rule. Our records indicate that your pool(s) are part of the 80% that
have not yet complied.

The federal VGB Act has been law since 2007. The federal rule required all commercial
pools to close by December 19, 2008 if not in compliance with its requirements; and
remain closed until brought into compliance. Local health departments did not have the
authority to enforce this federal rule. However, as of January 1, 2010, local authorities
are mandated to enforce its provisions.

The new statute has July 1, 2010 as the final compliance date in California. If your

pools are not in compliance by this date, you will be required to close your pool(s) to
the public until they meet all of the new law’s requirements.

Attached is a list of contractors that have already completed VGB retrofits in San Mateo
County. A minor remodel permit from this office is required for a VGB retrofit. A Pool
& Spa Construction/Remodel Application can be found at our website:
www.smhealth.org/environ/water . If you believe you have already complied, or if you
have any questions pertaining to the new requirements, please call Environmental Health
at (650) 372-6236 to discuss your specific situation.

One provision of the new law establishes a surcharge on public swimming pools that is
collected by the local health department and transmitted to the State Controller for
deposit into the State Recreational Health Fund to cover the State costs of administering
the law. This $6.00 surcharge will be added to the annual Environmental Health permit
fee for each public swimming pool. The surcharge is mandated until January 1, 2014,

Your compliance in the elimination of all entrapment hazards in San Mateo County’s
public swimming pools is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, ‘ &

enneth W. Robinson, REHS

Enclosure: | List of Pool Contractors

COMMUNITY HEALTH * ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
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ADVISORY NOTICE

Date: December 30, 2008

To: Owners/Operators of Public Pools, Spas, and Wade Pools Located in San Mateo
County

From: San Mateo County Environmental Health Department

Subject: VIRGINIA GRAEME BAKER POOL AND SPA SAFETY ACT

This is a notification letter to inform you about the new Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa
Safety Act (VGB) requirements. In December 2007, President Bush signed into law the VGB
Act. The main purpose of this Act is to increase the safety of swimming pools and spas by
establishing a federal swimming pool drain cover standard and ensuring pools and spas are
equipped with proper safety devices. The federal law mandates that all public swimming pools
and spas be equipped with anti-entrapment main drain covers that comply with ASME/ANSI
A112.19.8-2007 performance standards. In addition, the Act requires that all public pools have
dual (split) main drains that are separated by at least 3 feet OR be equipped with a safety vacuum
release system or other device designed to prevent entrapment.

The VGB Act requires that such modifications be in effect by December 19, 2008. The
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is the primary enforcement agency for the Act
and they have the authority to close any public pool or spa found not to be in compliance on
December 19, 2008. The San Mateo County Environmental Health Department cannot enforce
the standards locally unless the California state law is amended to include the VGB Act.

However, please be advised that any renovations that include splitting drains, changing grates or
adding devices to an existing pool or spa to meet the VGB Act must be approved by the San
Mateo County Environmental Health Department and/or your local building department.
Submittal of plans may be required for this work.

If you have questions regarding this advisory please contact:

e Ken Robinson, Registered Environmental Health Specialist, San Mateo County
Environmental Health Department, at (650) 372-6236.

e Troy Whitfield, Consumer Product Safety Commission, at (301) 504-7548, for technical
or engineering questions; or visit http://www.cpsc.gov/whatsnew.html#pool for
information and interpretations of the VGB Act.

For a full text of the new VGB Act from the Federal Code, please visit the following web site:
http://www.nspf.org/Documents/HR6 TitleXIV.pdf




Frequently Asked Questions Virginia Graeme Baker Act

1 Can my pool or spa be shut down if we do not make the December 19, 2008, deadline

Jor modifying the main drains?

Public pools and spas that are not in operation or are closed for the season on December 19, 2008, do
not need to meet the requirements of the Virginia Graeme Baker Act until they return to operation.
Upon reopening, if the necessary modifications have not been made, the pool and/or spa could be
subject to closure; however, as stated above, the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is the
enforcement agency. The Environmental Health Department cannot enforce the VGB Act standards
locally unless the California state law is amended to include these requirements.

2 How do I know if my pool is currently in compliance with the Virginia Graeme
Baker Act?
If your pool or spa has a single main drain that is an “unblockable” drain (defined by the CPSC as
having dimensions of 18 inches x 23 inches or larger), then it is in compliance with the Act. If the
pool or spa single main drain has dimensions smaller than 18 inches x 23 inches, it is not in
compliance with the Act.

If your pool or spa has dual main drains, then complying with the Act would require replacing the
main drain covers, as long as the covers are at least three (3) feet apart (connecting piping must have
a “T” configuration), and they meet the ASME/ANSI A112.19.8-2007 performance standards. A
licensed pool contractor or builder should inspect your pool and any work done should be performed
by a licensed pool contractor. Remember, any renovations including splitting drains or adding
devices to an existing pool or spa to meet the VGB Act must be approved by the San Mateo County
Environmental Health Department and/or your local building department.

3 How can the single main drain in my pool be retrofitted to comply with the Virginia
Graeme Baker Act?
Any swimming pool or spa which is constructed with a single main drain must be equipped with an
ASME/ANSI A112.19.8-2007 approved cover AND a device or system designed to prevent
entrapment such as one of the following:

A safety vacuum release system (SVRS);

A suction-limiting vent system,;

A gravity drainage system;

An automatic pump shut-off system;

A drain disablement device or system (only allowed for skimmer equalizer lines);

Any other system determined by the CPSC to be equally or more effective as one of the above

systems;

e The main drain can be split and have a “T” connection with a three-foot (3) separation between
the suction outlets. Approved ASME/ANSI A112.19.8-2007 main drain covers shall be installed
over the two (2) outlets.

4 Can I do the work on my pool or do I need to hire someone to do it?
This department highly recommends that a licensed pool builder or contractor make an assessment of
your pool in order to determine the best option to bring the pool into compliance with the VGB Act.
Remember, any renovations including splitting drains or adding devices to an existing pool or spa to
meet the VGB Act must be approved by the San Mateo County Environmental Health Department
and/or your local building department.
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APPROVED BY: California Depart.menl of Public Health OFFICE USE ONLY
Compliance Form -

Anti-Entrapment Devices and Systems
DATE: for Public Pools and Spas

Health and Safety Code Sections 116064.1 and 116064.2

NOTE: Use one form for each pump or multiple pumps under the same drain cover.
ALL SECTIONS OF THIS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED.

This form is to be used to verify compliance with modifications pursuant to the new Health and Safety Code sections 116064.1 and
116064.2. Under Section 116064.2 (a) of the Health and Safety Code, effective January 1, 2010, the owner of a public swimming pool
shall file this form within 30 days following the completion of construction or installation of anti-entrapment devices or systems in
swimming pools. Contact your local Environmental Health Department and Building Department for any necessary plan approval and
permits prior to construction or remodel.

Site Information

Facility Name: Pool Identification (if more than 1 pool/spa at site):
Facility Address: City: St Zip:
Owner Name: Owner's Phone Number:
Owners Address City St. Zip
Pool constructed on or after January 1, 20107: 0O Yes 0O No
Pump Information
0 Recirculation Pump C1 Jet / Booster Pump
Make/Model H.P Make/Model H.P
O Other Pump: O Feature Pump
Make/Model H.P Make/Model H.P
Main Drain (Includes All Suction Outlets Except Skimmer Equalizer Lines)
Manufacturer of approved drain cover: Model Number: Install date
GPM rating: Floor Wall Installed on OFloor 0O Wall
Manufacturer of approved drain cover: Model Number: Install date
GPM rating: Floor Wall Installed on O Floor OWall Main drain/Jet suction pipe size is inches.
Check One: )

O Split main drain(s) (Minimum 3 ft. between covers, hydraulically balanced and symmetrically plumbed)
O Single drain -~ Unblockable (size and shape that a human body cannot sufficiently block to create a suction entrapment)
O Single drain — Not unblockable (one of the following secondary devices required: safety vacuum release system, suction limiting vent

system, gravity drainage system, auto pump shut-off system, or other equally or more effective system approved by enforcement agency)
Type of secondary device installed: Install date

Manufacturer of approved device: Model/Part Number:
Safety vacuum release system bears the following performance standard markings: O ATSM F2387 0O ASME/ANSI standard A 112.19.17

Skimmer Equalizer Line(s)

Manufacturer of approved suction fitting: Model Number: Install date
GPM rating: GPM rating: Floor Wall Installed on O Floor 0O Wall
Skimmer equalizer line(s) pipe size were found to be inches Number of Skimmers:

) THE ABOVE HAS BEEN FIELD VERIFIED TO COMPLY WITH MANUFACTURER’S INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS BY THE INSTALLER
| declare that | hold an active California State Contractor license # with classification or a California State
Professional Engineer license # with qualified experience working on public swimming pools and that the information

provided above is true to the best of my knowledge. | understand that if | improperly certify this information, | shall be subject to potential

disciplinary action at the discretion of the licensing authority in accordance with California Health & Safety Code Section 116064.2.

Contractor/Engineer Name: Company Name:
Company Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Contractor/Engineer Phone Number: Cell Phone Number:
Contractor/Engineer FAX Number: Email:
Contractor / Engineer name (PRINT) Contractor / Engineer name (SIGNATURE) Date

For a complete text of the law, visit: http://info.sen.ca.gov/pub/09-10/billlasm/ab_1001-1050/ab_1020_bill_20091011_chaptered.pdf

Revised: July 14, 2010




California Department of Public Health
Compliance Form

Anti-Entrapment Devices and Systems
for Public Pools and Spas

Health and Safety Code Sections 116064.1 and 116064.2

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE COMPLIANCE FORM

Use one form for each pump or multiple pumps under the same drain cover. For example, a spa with a recirculation pump and
a jet pump each with their own set of split drains that terminate under a different drain cover will require two forms. However,|
two pumps with split drains that terminate under the same drain cover will require only one form.

All sections of the form must be completed.

Print legibly.

Return the completed form to your local Environmental Health Department.

Site Information

mmoow>

Facility name — name of facility or DBA (e.g. Oak Glen HOA, Palms Apartments).

Pool Identification — description of the pool which will identify it when there is more than one pool on the property.
Facility Address — address, city, state, and zip code of the facility where the pool or pools are located.

Owner's name — owner, owner's representative, or corporation name.

Owner’s address — address, city, state, zip, and telephone number of the owner or owner's representative.
Indicate if the pool was constructed on or after January 1, 2010.

Pump Information

A,

Identify the type of pump that is connected to the drain. If two pumps terminate under one set of split drains (e.g. one side of a split
suction drain is used for both a recirculation pump and a jet pump), describe both pumps. For each pump, provide the make, model
number, and horsepower. Remember, complete a separate compliance form if the additional pump is connected to a different drain
cover.

Main Drain (Includes All Suction Outlets Except Skimmer Equalizer Lines)

A
B
C.
D

Provide the manufacturer; make and model; and the date the drain cover was installed.

Provide the floor and wall flow rating in gallons per minute for the drain cover. Note: If there are two different drain covers (e.g. one

on the wall and one on the floor), there is space on the compliance form to complete drain cover information for each drain.

Indicate the size of the pipe terminating at the main drain or jet suction.

Check a box to indicate the configuration of the drain.

1. Split Main Drains - means there are two drains that are hydraulically balanced and symmetrically plumbed and are separated
by a distance of at least three feet in any dimension between the suction outlets.

2. Single Drain - Unblockable means there is one drain approved to be unblockable so that a human body cannot

sufficiently block it to create a suction hazard.

3. Single Drain - Not Unblockable - means there is a single drain which can be sufficiently blocked by a human body to create a
suction hazard. This type of drain must be protected by an approved safety vacuum release system or other equally or more
effective system. Provide the type of device installed, manufacturer, model, and indicate which type of performance standard is
marked on the device (ASTM F2387 or ASME/ANSI standard A112.19.17).

IV. Skimmer Equalizer Line(s)

V.

A.
B.

C.
D.

Provide the manufacturer; make and model; and the date the drain cover was installed.

Provide the floor and wall flow rating in gallons per minute for the drain cover. Note: If there are two different drain covers (e.g. one
on the wall and one on the floor), there is space on the compliance form to complete drain cover information for each drain.

Indicate the size of the skimmer equalizer line pipe.

Indicate number of skimmers.

Contractor/Engineer Certification Section

Iem moow>

Enter a valid California State Contractor’s license number.

Enter the Contractor’s license classification.

Or enter the California State Professional Engineer’s license number, if applicable.

Enter the Contractor’s- /- Engineer's name and the company they are working for.

Enter the company address, city, state, zip code, telephone number, cell phone number, FAX number, and email for the Contractor-
/- Engineer.

Print the name of the Contractor/Engineer.

The Contractor or Engineer must sign the form.

Enter the date the form was signed.

Revised: July 14, 2010





