


Education is a big theme in my family. All
my sisters before me have gone to college
and obtained a degree. In my Hmong
community, especially among my own peers,
[ feel stigmatized because I choose to be
well-educated. There are those who believe |
am no longer rooted within my own culture
and no longer know how to enjoy life
because of my educational choices. Yet they
do not understand that just because I chose
to attain an education away from my family
and relatives it does not mean I have cut all
ties to them. My family is still my first
priority and my education is my family’s top
priority, which keeps me going in times of
need.
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US Secretary of State, Hilary Clinton recently
delivered a speech to the United Nations on
the status of LGBTQ rights in the U.S. She
spoke on why other countries need to
distinguish Gay Rights, she spoke on the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
how people still have arcane views regarding
homosexuality. It is described as a
“landmark” speech AND I want her to
deliver these kinds of speeches in this
country because there is still a tremendous
amount of work that needs to be done for
Gay Rights in the US.

LGBTQ individuals are still being beaten or
killed in this country because of their sexual
orientation or because they do not fit the
cultural norm.

[ still have hope that we can better ourselves
as human beings and be welcoming to all
communities. I want to be able to love, have
happiness, and not be fearful of expressing
my love to my partner wherever and
whenever.
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